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          1                       (Whereupon, the proceeding began

          2                       at approximately 11:00 a.m.)

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, everyone.

          4                       (Whereupon, there was a

          5                       collective response.)

          6             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Today is Wednesday, April 24, 2013.

          7   This is the Sunshine Meeting.

          8             Are there any public comments?

          9             MS. DIJOLS:  Question.

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Public comments.

         11             MS. DIJOLS:  All right.  Just wanted to know.

         12             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Old business.

         13             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  No.  I think she has a

         14   question.

         15             MR. VOIGT:  Do you have a question, ma'am?

         16             MS. DIJOLS:  Yes.  I did.

         17             MR. VOIGT:  Please stand up.

         18             MS. DIJOLS:  Thank you.

         19             Good morning.  My name is Laura C. Dijols.  I'm

         20   from South Philly.

         21             And my question is, in light of the fact that you

         22   are going to change the Web site, what is the new URL going

         23   to be?

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  What's the new URL going to
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          1   be?

          2             MS. DIJOLS:  Yes.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I don't know that we know

          4   yet.  We just voted in the last meeting for a new one.

          5             Did you --

          6             MS. DIJOLS:  Oh, you didn't make a decision yet?

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No.  Do you have a comment

          8   about it?

          9             MS. DIJOLS:  I'm just asking so I would know.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.  Thank you.

         11             MS. DIJOLS:  Thank you.

         12             MR. CHAIRMAN:  If there is any questions in the

         13   future, please wait until the meeting is over.  But you can

         14   make comments.

         15             MS. DIJOLS:  Okay.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

         17             MS. DIJOLS:  Thank you.

         18             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Old business.

         19             Polling place hearing.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Gary Ferris.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         23             For today we had the polling place for 26;7

         24   advertised.
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          1             Since the advertisement and the letters went out

          2   there has been a call from someone who wanted us to check

          3   out another property, so we would like to hold this for

          4   another week and have this heard next week.

          5             And next week would be the last time that the

          6   Commissioners could hear any polling place changes.  After

          7   that everything has to go through the Court of Common Pleas.

          8   And the appeals also now go through the Court of Common

          9   Pleas.

         10             Other than that, we are -- we are continuing

         11   working on getting our handicapped accessibility stuff ready

         12   to send out for polling places and get everything in order,

         13   get the SURE System updated and the SCS System updated with

         14   all the changes in it.

         15             The accessibility statement has been updated

         16   yesterday.  Rich Vito put that on the Web, so that's 100

         17   percent updated.  That's good on the Web now.

         18             And other than that, we're good to go.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  John Day, please.

         20             MR. LYNCH:  John Day couldn't make it because he's

         21   busy programming cartridges, but I will speak for him.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         23             MR. LYNCH:  He said that all the ballots for the

         24   machines are hung.  All the even cartridges are done.  They
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          1   are completed -- they completed up to the 15th Ward on

          2   testing.

          3             Right now they're making the odd cartridges, which

          4   are the ones that have the audio on them.

          5             It is a very, very slow process because the audio

          6   wave file is large, so it's taking forever.  It's not like

          7   the even cartridges where it's fast.  This has the audio --

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

          9             MR. LYNCH:  -- the audio file on that.

         10             So that's it for his report.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Ms. Murchison.

         12             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         13             Last week we were at Archbishop Ryan High School

         14   for election seminar classes.  The attendance total was 352.

         15             This week we're at Northeast Public, next week

         16   we're at double schools, at West Catholic and Franklin.

         17             But our attendance, I've noticed, is much lower

         18   than last election.  So I just wanted to put that on the

         19   record.

         20             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         21             MS. MURCHISON:  And we're still doing the same

         22   filing downstairs with the temps and the perms.

         23             And that's all I have, Commissioners.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
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          1             Tim Dowling, please.

          2             MR. DOWLING:  All right.  Absentee wise, we've

          3   gotten 300 applications in.

          4             Of those 300 applications in, we've received --

          5   military write-in ballots back we got a total of 13,

          6   civilian overseas we got 9 back and 1 civilian write in

          7   isolated, for a total of 23 ballots that we've gotten back

          8   so far.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         10             MR. DOWLING:  The absentee apps coming in are

         11   slow.

         12             Other issue is bilingual interpreters.  The

         13   training is April 27th, starting at 9:00.

         14             We have 23 new recruits that will be assessed and

         15   certified and trained starting at 9:00.  And then we have

         16   another 70 individuals that are already certified, they're

         17   going to come for refresher testing, which lasts about 15,

         18   20 minutes.

         19             And they're scheduled 11 per half hour.

         20             The 23 new recruits are all going to be in one

         21   shot, that way we'll get them in, assessed, trained and

         22   certified.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         24             MR. DOWLING:  And that's it.
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          1             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Mr. Lynch.

          2             MR. LYNCH:  Yeah.  Good morning, Commissioners.

          3             I have the database done for the absentees.  I

          4   sent the MVB up to Timmy Dowling, up Room 142, City Hall.

          5             Because the translation took so long, the people

          6   that I wanted to take off the ballot I left on and I had

          7   Timmy draw up a letter that we can put in every absentee

          8   ballot.

          9             And, also, a letter -- he made a letter for the

         10   provisional ballots that I could put in the envelopes for

         11   the judge of elections.

         12             And, also, the third-party candidates, anybody who

         13   is registered as a third party, they have nothing to vote on

         14   this election being it is a closed primary and there is no

         15   question on the ballot.  There is nothing to vote on.

         16             So, Timmy drew up a letter, a notice, too, that

         17   he's going to put in when people apply for third-party

         18   candidates telling them there isn't an option on the ballot.

         19             I'll give you a copy of each of the letters.

         20                       (Whereupon, documents submitted

         21                       to Commission.)

         22             MR. DOWLING:  We're not telling them that they

         23   can't vote, it's just that as a -- there are no third-party

         24   candidates on the ballot and because they're registered in a
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          1   party other than Democratic or Republicans.  And we leave it

          2   at that.

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

          4             MR. LYNCH:  Now, we're holding off on these

          5   letters that I just handed to you because there's -- right

          6   now there's two candidates -- well, former candidates that

          7   are removed that we were going to sticker over, and then we

          8   have one that's in the workings.  I haven't gotten a Court

          9   Order for that yet, so we're holding off on putting them in

         10   the envelopes as of yet.

         11             MR. VOIGT:  We have the petition for that

         12   candidate, that they filed with Commonwealth Court.  We're

         13   expecting a Court Order for that candidate probably today or

         14   tomorrow.

         15             MR. LYNCH:  Yeah.  One's for provisional and then

         16   ones for absentee.  And then the other one is the third

         17   party one where we'll let them know that there's -- and

         18   we're also going to put that on -- we'll have Rich Vito put

         19   that on the Web site about the third party.  And, also,

         20   we're going to put it in the advertisement.  Timmy is going

         21   to put it in the advertisement.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Sounds good.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So, we still send them a

         24   ballot?
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          1             MR. LYNCH:  Yeah -- for what?

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  For -- if a green party

          3   candidate --

          4             MR. LYNCH:  No.  There is nothing on there for

          5   them to -- there is nothing for them to vote on.

          6             MR. DOWLING:  We're going to send them that

          7   letter.

          8             If we get an application from a person that's

          9   registered in a party other than Democrat or Republican, we

         10   are going to send them that letter.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  Yeah.

         12             MR. LYNCH:  So, that's why we're putting it on the

         13   Web site, also, in case they see it before they apply, they

         14   can say, oh, well, there is nothing this election.

         15             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  Especially if there is no

         16   candidate running from their party.

         17             MR. LYNCH:  Normally -- Commissioner, normally

         18   there is a question on the ballot --

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

         20             MR. LYNCH:  -- and I would send the ballot out to

         21   them with the question.  But there is not a question.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  So the council doesn't have a

         23   question on the ballot?

         24             MR. LYNCH:  No.
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          1             MR. VOIGT:  There are no questions.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          3             MR. LYNCH:  There are no questions.

          4             MR. CHAIRMAN:  All right.  Sounds good.

          5             MR. VOIGT:  And the deadline for stickering is May

          6   3rd, Friday, May 3rd.

          7             That is, there may be additional withdraws in

          8   court until that date.  After that date the remedy remaining

          9   will be not stickering, but not counting the ballots.

         10             MR. LYNCH:  All right.  So, that's for that.

         11             And I started printing the provisional ballots

         12   yesterday, and we only got, like, four wards done so far.

         13             We're sending 50 out altogether.  I'm doing 30

         14   Democrats and 20 Republicans.  That will cover us.

         15             And that's it.

         16             The pink sheets, the sample ballots, the vendor is

         17   coming today to pick it up because I wanted to hold off

         18   until I found out about this third candidate.

         19             But I don't want to wait any longer, so if I have

         20   to sticker over that person I will.

         21             So -- and I'm sorry, Garret Dietz did a great job

         22   making up the stickers for the candidates for judges and

         23   inspectors.

         24             Normally we send that out to a vendor and it's
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          1   always a problem.  But he got that done, and it looks great.

          2   They look great.

          3             So, as soon as I get the ballots in I can start

          4   putting them on, the stickers.

          5             All right.  That's it.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sticker on the machine

          7   first and then they're stickered; right?

          8             MR. LYNCH:  Well, the stickers on the machines are

          9   just blank stickers that will go over them.

         10             But I'm talking about the stickers for the judges

         11   of elections and the inspectors, which will have their names

         12   on it.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Got it.  Sorry.

         14             MR. LYNCH:  Yeah.  He did that.  He laid that out

         15   really well, so...

         16             And that's it.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Mr. Irving.

         18             MR. IRVING:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         19             I gave you a copy of our Voter Registration

         20   Statistics Report for this election period, and it shows a

         21   total of 90,487 applications, which we've processed.  Out of

         22   that 90,000, 13,658 have been paper VRMAs, okay.  The rest

         23   are electronic applications, okay.

         24             On the close of registration we received 504 paper
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          1   applications end of that day, which is a new low for the

          2   department.

          3             They're all processed and in the system.

          4             And the mail from that day, which we received

          5   yesterday, there were 193 applications which are being

          6   processed now.

          7             We're going to continue to process applications as

          8   they come in provided they have timely postmarks, and if

          9   they are Appeals, okay.

         10             We have 150 absentee ballot applications, which

         11   County Board of Elections sent down to us to be processed.

         12             So, once we process those we're up to date on

         13   absentee ballot applications.

         14             We plan on closing our files on Sunday and running

         15   our CDs for our vendors for the admission slips and the

         16   street lists.

         17             Usually with street lists that's about a three-day

         18   turnaround before they start delivering them after they're

         19   approved.

         20             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         21             MR. IRVING:  That's going to be April -- Sunday,

         22   April 28.

         23             Some point in time between April (sic) 2nd and

         24   April (sic) 4th -- excuse me, between May 2nd and May 4th
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          1   we'll be submitting a CD also to our vendor for the printing

          2   of our Poll Books.

          3             We're waiting to hear from them, ask them when is

          4   their best day when they want to come and pick it up.  And

          5   we'll try to work something out so they coincide with what

          6   we're doing.  Between the 2nd and the 4th they'll have the

          7   date for the Poll Books and begin printing those.

          8             That concludes our report for the day.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Irving.

         10             MR. IRVING:  You're welcome.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  New business.  Are there any new

         12   business?

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I have none.

         14             Yes.

         15             MR. TOMSEN:  Commissioners, please, I would like

         16   to make a comment off the record, conserve our money; is

         17   that all right to do?

         18             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Sure.  Sure.

         19             MR. TOMSEN:  Thank you.

         20             MR. VOIGT:  Ma'am.

         21             MS. ROWE:  Hello.  My name is Debbie Rowe.  I'm

         22   the committee person for the 32nd Ward; 12th Division.

         23             We worked very, very hard.  We service

         24   approximately -- about 3000 people that day.  And we weren't
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          1   informed that we were going to have to cut one of our

          2   machine operators and one of our clerks.

          3             And I have been trying to get the Commissioners'

          4   Office, Carla Moss, or whoever, just running around, getting

          5   the runaround.  And these people haven't been paid.

          6             And some of them, you know, the three people

          7   haven't gotten paid and they're unemployed, $100 means a lot

          8   to them.

          9             So, I have really been trying hard and I have

         10   gotten no results at all.

         11             If I could, I could leave this letter with you

         12   explaining a lot of stuff.  My information is on there.

         13             And I'm hoping that, you know, these people can

         14   get paid, because, you know, it's really, you know -- it's,

         15   you know, working hard, you know.

         16             You say that you're looking for good people --

         17             MR. VOIGT:  Ma'am --

         18             MS. ROWE:  -- and we're working hard, and, you

         19   know, I'm losing support.

         20             MR. VOIGT:  Ma'am --

         21             MS. ROWE:  Yes.

         22             MR. VOIGT:  -- if you leave the letter, please.

         23             MS. ROWE:  Okay.

         24             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.
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          1             MS. ROWE:  I would appreciate --

          2             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.

          3             MS. ROWE:  -- you guys handling it for me.

          4             Thank you.

          5                       (Whereupon, a document was

          6                       presented to the Commissioners.)

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

          9             MR. VOIGT:  Any further business?

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Well, any further business?

         11             Are there any questions?

         12             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Actually, I have a question.

         13             So -- just about procedure.

         14             So, before we were having public comment and

         15   questions -- originally we were having it at the end of the

         16   meeting, and then they were moved to the beginning of the

         17   meeting.

         18             And, now, is this now a different system where

         19   we -- are we still accepting questions from the public

         20   during public comment, or only comments?

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  No.  What we're accepting is public

         22   comments.  If you got a comment.

         23             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  But not questions?

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.
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          1             After we go through the new business --

          2             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Yes.

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  -- then we ask, are there any

          4   questions?

          5             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Okay.  Okay.  So we're

          6   commenting at the beginning, and questions during new

          7   business?

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Well, let me just say this, we

          9   don't want to go into a long drawn out questions if we have

         10   a time frame in terms of taxpayers' money, and any questions

         11   that needs to be answered after the hearing.

         12             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Okay.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  If one of our supervisors,

         14   and it's always been this way, if they raise something and

         15   somebody has a, you know, specific question that we can

         16   answer on the spot, that makes sense.

         17             The reason for moving public comment to the

         18   beginning, and the reason why it is public comment is, just

         19   like any other board meeting or city council, anything like

         20   that, public comment is first.  And it is comment.  It is

         21   not a question and answer period.

         22             For our ability to --

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- be responsive and to
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          1   give people accurate answers, I think it makes sense for

          2   people to present their questions in writing to us --

          3             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Okay.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- so we can give them a

          5   thoughtful and timely reply.

          6             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Okay.  So, we've -- okay.

          7             So -- so, now I understand that the majority of

          8   the Commission wants written questions rather than oral

          9   questions.  And that's the proper way when people do have

         10   questions for us they should -- members of the public have

         11   questions on topics that are not necessarily addressed in

         12   our meetings they should submit them in writing; is that the

         13   correct understanding?

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It's always been that way.

         15             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Okay.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yeah.

         17             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  But that's the way it is

         18   now?

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It's not like it changed or

         20   anything.

         21             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Got it.  Okay.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I'm only speaking not from

         23   a decision, but from what the practice has been.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  This meeting is adjourned to
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          1   the call of the Chair.  Thank you.

          2                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was

          3                       adjourned at approximately 11:20

          4                       a.m.)
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         11   which these proceedings were taken, and further that

         12   I am not a relative or employee of any attorney or

         13   counsel employed in this action, nor am I

         14   financially interested in this case.
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